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FRANCIS A. MARCH COLLECTION,     SKILLMAN LIBRARY 

1858-1897         LAFAYETTE COLLEGE 

 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 

Francis A. March, the first to hold the title Professor of English Language and Literature 

anywhere in the United States or Europe, was born on October 25, 1825, in Sutton (now 

Millbury), Worcester County, MA. March was educated in the Worcester public school system 

and at Amherst College. He graduated from college in 1845 as valedictorian and a member of 

Phi Beta Kappa. In 1848, he was granted an M.A. from Amherst with an oration on “Relation of 

the Study of Jurisprudence to the Baconian Philosophy.” March was admitted to the New York 

bar in 1850. In 1852, ill health forced him to leave the New York City law firm he had 

established with Gordon L. Ford. Eventually, he left the practice of law and accepted a position 

to teach law in Fredericksburg, VA, where he worked from 1852 to 1855. 

On August 12, 1860, March married Margaret Mildred Stone Conway (1837-1911). The couple 

had nine children, including Francis Andrew March (1863-1928), also a Lafayette English 

professor; Peyton Conway March (1864-1955), U.S. army general and chief of staff; Thomas 

Stone March, superintendent of schools in Greensburg, PA; Alden March, Sunday editor of The 

New York Times; and John Lewis March, professor of modern languages at Union College, 

Schenectady, NY. Following a fall, a broken hip, and the death of his wife, March died on 

September 9, 1911. 

 

From 1855 to 1906, March was on the Faculty of Lafayette College. When he was 30, he was 

appointed tutor; in 1857, he became Professor of the English Language and Lecturer in 

Comparative Philology. As described in the Skillman biography of the College, the appointment 

was “the greatest pioneering step ever made in the realm of scholarship by Lafayette College. It 

gave to Lafayette the honor and distinction of being the first college in America to establish a 

chair for the extended and systematic study of the English language in the English classics in the 

light of modern philology” (Skillman I 228). March’s innovation was, quite simply, to teach not 

only Greek and Latin texts but English texts as well. During his 50-year career at Lafayette, 

March received honorary degrees from Princeton (1870 and 1896), Amherst (1871), Columbia 

(1887), Cambridge (1896), and Oxford (1896). 

 

March published A Comparative Grammar of the Anglo-Saxon Language (1870), A Thesaurus 

Dictionary of the English Language (1903), and four volumes of Greek and Latin classics as well 

as more than 200 articles in philology, the historical study of grammar, lexicography, spelling 

reform, the teaching of literature, and pedagogy. He served as director of American readers for 

the Oxford English Dictionary and helped create the Standard Dictionary (1893-95). An entry on 

March has appeared in the Encyclopaedia Britannica since 1910. March was president of the 

Modern Language Association from 1891-93, president of the American Philological 

Association (1873-74 and 1895-96) and the Spelling Reform Association (1876-1905), vice-

president of the new Shakespeare Society (London), and the first American member of the 

Philosophical Society (London) and L’Association Fonetique de Professeurs de Langues Vivants 

(Paris). The Association of Departments of English division of the MLA presents an annual 
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award in his name to an eminent scholar-teacher. At Lafayette, an endowed chair in English in 

his name was proposed as early as 1879 and established in 1906. 

March is remembered by Richard N. Hart in Francis Andrew March: A Sketch, the “Grand Old 

Man” of Lafayette College (1907) and by William Baxter Owen in The Humanities in the 

Education of the Future (1912). Owen (1843-1917), also a professor at Lafayette, was one of 

March’s students. An overview of March’s life and writings may be found in Paul and June 

Schlueter’s introduction to Francis A. March: Selected Writings of the First Professor of English 

(2005); the volume reprints approximately 30 of March’s essays and contains an extensive 

bibliography of March’s writings. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

The Francis A. March Collection (1 record center box; ¾ cubic feet) contains original manuscript 

and research materials as follows: 

 

The March original manuscripts are in one folder. Of special interest is a letter dated June 21, 

1887, from March to James A. H. Murray (#9 below), in which March, head of the American 

reading program for the Oxford English Dictionary, reports to Murray, primary editor, on a list 

of special quotations compiled by J. Hammond Trumbull. Also of special interest is a listing of 

the distribution of some 150 contributors to the OED (#13 below). 

 

The March research materials, in 10 folders, includes four folders containing copies of some 120 

of March’s essays. 

 

INVENTORY  

 

Box 1 

Original manuscripts 

1. Form filled out for Who’s Who? 

2. Letter from Henry Sweet to A. J. Ellis, undated 

3. Letter to J. H. Trumbull dated February 7, 1878 

4. Letter from W. W. Skeat dated April 6, 1878 (also typescript) 

5. Letter to W. W. Skeat dated April 22, 1878 (also typescript) 

6. Letter from W. W. Skeat dated May 6, 1878 

7. Letter to Mildred S. Conway dated January 1858 

8. Letter from John Hancock dated April 30, 1879 

9. Letter to James A. H. Murray dated June 21, 1887 

10. Letter to W. B. Pitman, undated 

11. Summary of paper given by March on the Historical English Dictionary, undated 

12. Summary of paper given by March on “Some Points in Anglo-Saxon Phonology,” 

undated 

13. Tally of 150 workers examining 1,008 books written by 333 authors, undated 

14. Page proof removed from American Philosophical Association Proceedings, July 1893, 

Appendix (see also Laf. Coll. Y M315X No. 3 for a photocopy of another document with 

March’s proofmarks) 
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Research materials 

1. Essays by March dated 1859, 1860s  

2. Essays by March dated 1870s 

3. Essays by March dated 1880s 

4. Essays by March dated 1890s 

5. Bibliographies of writings by and about March 

6. Biographies of March 

7. Essays about March: reminiscences and memorials  

8. Essays citing March 

9. Essays about the study of English in March’s time 

10. Correspondence, etc. re Schlueter edition of March essays 

 

Note: Items available in Lafayette College’s Special Collections shelved prior to October 2015 

may be found in the online catalogue. 

 

APPENDIX 
 

Essays by March 

 

1859  “La Mort d’Arthure.” Review of The History of King Arthur, and of the Knights of the 

Round Table Compiled by Sir Thomas Malory, Knight, ed. Thos. Wright. American 

Theological Review 3 (August 1859): 466-82. 

1860  “Sir W. Hamilton’s Theory of Perception.” Reviews of Reid’s Collected Writings, 3rd ed., 

Discussions on Philosophy, etc., and Lectures on Metaphysics and Logic, by William 

Hamilton. [Part 1] The Princeton Review No. 1 (April 1860), pp. 273-307; [Part 2] The 

Princeton Review No. 3 (July 1860), pp. 472-510; [Part 1] reprinted in British and Foreign 

Evangelical Review 9 (October 1860): 792-821; [Part 2] reprinted in British and Foreign 

Evangelical Review 10 (January 1861): 1-33. 

1860  “English Lexicography.” Reviews of An American Dictionary of the English Language, by 

Noah Webster, revised and enlarged by Chauncey A. Goodrich, and A Dictionary of the 

English Language, by Joseph E. Worcester. American Theological Review 27 (August 

1860): 444-56. In Schlueter, 72-82. 

1861  “An Appeal for Calmness, Reason and Concession: The Evil and the Remedy. Suggestions 

as to the Nature of the Political Crisis, and the Means of Meeting It.” Supplement to the 

New York Times, January 12, 1861, pp. 1-2.* In Schlueter, 261-69. 

1861  “The English Tongue A New Speech.” An Address Delivered before the Society of the 

Alumni of Amherst College, at the Commencement of 1860. New York: W. H. Bidwell, 

1861; reprinted in The American Theological Review. Ed. Henry B. Smith. New York: W. 

H. Bidwell, 1861.** In Schlueter, 28-42. 

1862  “Comparative Grammar.” Review of Deutsche Grammatik, by Jacob Grimm; Grammatik 

der Romanischen Sprachen, by Frederick Diez; The English Language, Past and Present, 

by Richard Chenevix; and The English Language in Its Elements and Form, with a History 

of Its Origin and Development, by William C. Fowler. American Theological Review 4 

(July 1862): 414-28. 

1865  “Shakespeare. Julius Caesar.” In Method of Philological Study of the English Language. 

New York: Harper & Brothers, 1865, pp. 37-69. 
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1866  “Method of Philological Study of English in Lafayette College, Easton, Penn.” American 

Journal of Education 44 (new series, No. 19) (September 1866): 559-67.* In Schlueter, 

252-55. 

1867  Review of The English of Shakespeare, by George L. Craik. North American Review 105 

(July 1867): 302-8. 

1869  “The Scholar of To-Day. An Address before the Phi Beta Kappa Society, at Amherst 

College, Commencement, July, 1868.” Springfield: Samuel Bowles & Company, 1869, pp. 

3-24; reprinted in The American Presbyterian Review, new series, 1 (1869): 76-93.*, ** In 

Schlueter, 196-210. 

1871  “The Origin of Language.” Proceedings of the American Philological Association 3 

(1871): 18. 

1872  Review of Specimens of English Literature, by Walter W. Skeat. The Nation 14 (June 6, 

1872): 379. 

1872  “Is There an Anglo-Saxon Language?” Transactions of the American Philological 

Association 3 (1872): 97-110**; reprinted in Englishe Studien 1 (1877): 367-78. In 

Schlueter, 51-61. 

1872  “Some Irregular Verbs in Anglo-Saxon.” Transactions of the American Philological 

Association 3 (1872): 110-12.** 

1873  “Whitney’s Oriental and Linguistic Studies.” The Nation 16 (February 6, 1873): 96-97. 

1873  “Recent Discussions of Grimm’s Law. Transactions of the American Philological 

Association 4 (1873): 80-102. 

1873  “Methods of Teaching English in the High School.” In The Addresses and Journal of 

Proceedings of the National Educational Association, Session of the Year 1872. Peoria, IL: 

N. C. Nason, 1873, pp. 240-44. 

1874  “Howells’s Poems.” The Independent January 8, 1874, p. 9. 

1874  “Morris’s Love Is Enough.” Review of Love Is Enough: Or The Freeing of Pharamond. A 

Morality, by William Morris. The Independent January 8, 1874, pp. 9-10. 

1874  “Freeman’s Norman Conquest.” Review of The History of the Norman Conquest of 

England, by Edward A. Freeman. The Independent January 15, 1874, pp. 9-10. 

1874  [Annual Address]. Hartford Daily Courant July 15, 1874 [supplied exhausted]; reprinted 

as “Address at the Sixth Annual Session of the American Philological Association,” 

Proceedings of the American Philological Association 5 (1874): 6-8**; reprinted as 

Address at the Sixth Annual Session of the American Philological Association at Hartford, 

July 14, 1874. Hartford, CT: Hawley, Goodrich & Co., 1874, pp. 3-19. 

1874  “Anglo-Saxon Language and Literature.” Johnson’s New Universal Cyclopaedia. New 

York: A. J. Johnson, 1874, pp. 154-59. 

1875  Review of Shakespeare Diversions: A Medley of Motley Wear, by Francis Jacox. The 

Nation 21 (October 7, 1875): 234. 

1875  “The Immaturity of Shakespeare as Shown in Hamlet.” Proceedings of the American 

Philological Association 6 (1875): 28-29; reprinted in Hamlet. A New Variorum Edition of 

Shakespeare, ed. H. H. Furness. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1875, pp. 186-87. 

1876  “The Opening Address before the International Convention for the Amendment of English 

Orthography, at Philadelphia, August 15th, 1876.” Philadelphia: International Convention 

for the Amendment of English Orthography, 1876, pp. 3-16.** In Schlueter, pp. 99-112. 

1876  “The Study of Anglo-Saxon.” Report of the Commissioner of Education. Washington, DC: 

U.S. Bureau of Education, 1876, pp. 475-79.** In Schlueter, 231-39. 
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1877  Review of Chambers’s Etymological Dictionary of the English Language, ed. James 

Donald. The Nation 24 (March 1, 1877): 137. 

1877  Review of Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare: Twelve Essays, by John Weiss. The Nation 24 

(April 12, 1877): 225-26. 

1877  “Furness’s Variorum Hamlet.” Review of Hamlet. New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare, 

ed. H. H. Furness. The Nation 25 (November 1, 1877): 272-73. In Schlueter, 164-68. 

1877  Review of Shakespeare, from an American Point of View, by George Wilkes. The Nation 

25 (November 8, 1877): 291. 

1877  “Anglo-Saxon.” In The Cyclopaedia of Education: A Dictionary of Information for the 

Use of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, and Others, ed. Henry Kiddle and Alexander J. 

Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1877, pp. 29-31. 

1877  “Belles-Lettres.” In The Cyclopaedia of Education: A Dictionary of Information for the 

Use of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, and Others, ed. Henry Kiddle and Alexander J. 

Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1877, pp. 78-80. 

1877  “Classics, Christian, or Christian, Greek and Latin Writers.” In The Cyclopaedia of 

Education: A Dictionary of Information for the Use of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, 

and Others, ed. Henry Kiddle and Alexander J. Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1877, pp. 

142-43. 

1877  “English, the Study of.” The Cyclopaedia of Education: A Dictionary of Information for 

the Use of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, and Others, ed. Henry Kiddle and 

Alexander J. Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1877, pp. 272-77. 

1877  “Lafayette College.” The Cyclopaedia of Education: A Dictionary of Information for the 

Use of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, and Others, ed. Henry Kiddle and Alexander J. 

Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1877, p. 506. 

1877  “Orthography.” In The Cyclopaedia of Education: A Dictionary of Information for the Use 

of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, and Others, ed. Henry Kiddle and Alexander J. 

Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1877, pp. 672-74. 

1877   “On Dissimilated Gemination.” Proceedings of the American Philological Association 

1875: 1-18.**  

1878  Review of Shakespeare: The Man and the Book, by C. M. Ingleby. The Nation 26 (March 

21, 1878): 201-2. 

1878  “The Reform of English Spelling.” Bulletin of Spelling Reform Association No. 5 (April 

1878): 4-13.* 

1878  “Anglo-Saxon.” In The Year-Book of Education for 1878, ed. Henry Kiddle and Alexander 

J. Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1878, pp. 2-4. 

1878  “Orthography.” In The Year-Book of Education for 1878, ed Henry Kiddle and Alexander 

J. Schem. New York: E. Steiger, 1878, pp. 154-56. 

1878  “Lafayette College.” In The College Book, ed. Charles F. Richardson and Henry A. Clark. 

Boston: Houghton, Osgood and Company, 1878, pp. 282-300. 

1878  “The Present Condition of the Spelling Reform.” Address at the Annual Meeting of the 

American Institute of Instruction. Boston: American Institute of Instruction, 1878, pp. 136-

61. 

1879  “The Present State of the Speling Reform in America.” The Independent August 14, 1879, 

pp. 6-8; reprinted in Bulletin of the Spelling Reform Association No. 14 (September 1879): 

1-21.* 
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1879  Review of The Historical Dictionary of the English Language. The Nation 29 (September 

4, 1879): 158. 

1879  “New Types and the New York Observer.” The Independent October 16, 1879, p. 1. 

1880  “Spelling Reform.” Princeton Review 56 (June 1880): 125-46. 

1880  “Furness’s King Lear.” Review of King Lear. New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare, ed. 

H. H. Furness. The Nation 31 (November 4, 1880): 327-28. In Schlueter, 168-71. 

1880  “A Confession about Othello.” Proceedings of the American Philological Association 11 

(1880): 31. In Schlueter, 163. 

1880  “The Point of View in King Lear.” Proceedings of the American Philological Association 

11 (1880): 6-8. 

1880  “Dhi Speling Reform Acomplisht.” Buletin ov dhi Speling Reform Asoshieshun No. 16 

(1880): 1-7.* 

1881  Review of Hart’s Syllabus of Anglo-Saxon Literature. The Independent March 17, 1881, p. 

11. 

1881  “Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass Redivivus.” The Independent December 29, 1881, p. 

10. In Schlueter, 188-89. 

1881  [“Tribute to Henry Boynton Smith”]. In Henry Boynton Smith: His Life and Work, ed. by 

His Wife [Elizabeth Lee (Allen) Smith]. New York: A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1881, pp. 

151-54. [a letter from March; also, March is mentioned on pp. 162 and 379] 

1881  “An Address at the Reopening of Pardee Hall, Lafayette College, November 30, 1880.” 

Easton, PA: Printed by Order of the Board of Trustees, 1881, pp. 3-16.* In Schlueter, 211-

21. 

1881  “The New Spellings of the Philological Society of London.” Transactions of the American 

Philological Association (1869-1896) 12 (1881): 52-68.** 

1882  Review of Noah Webster, by Horace E. Scudder. The Nation 34 (May 25, 1882): 449-50. 

In Schlueter, 83-85. 

1882  Review of Skeat’s Etymological Dictionary. The Independent July 27, 1882, p. 11. 

1882  “The World of Beowulf.” Proceedings of the American Philological Association 13 

(1882): xxi-xxiii. In Schlueter, 144-46. 

1883  “The Harmonies of Verse.” Proceedings of the American Philological Association 14 

(1883): xi-xii. 

1884  Review of Ogilvie’s Imperial Dictionary. The Independent April 17, 1884, p. 11. 

1884  [“Speech to Teachers of the Academy”]. In The Centenary of Leicester Academy Held 

September 4, 1884 … Worcester, MA: Charles Hamilton, 1884, pp. 81-82. 

1884  “The Influence of Written English and of the Linguistics Authorities upon Spoken 

English.” Proceedings of the American Philological Association 15 (July 1884): xxxv-

xxxvi. 

1885  Review of Stormonth’s English Dictionary. The Independent April 9, 1885, p. ??; reprinted 

as “Stormonth’s English Dictionary.” Review of A Dictionary of The English Language …, 

by James Stormonth. American Church Review 45 (April 1885): 540-48. 

1885  [“On Beauty and the Beast, by Charles Lamb”]. The Independent November 26, 1885, p. 

4. In Schlueter, 185-87. 

1885  [Remarks on Quantity in English Verse, by Thomas D. Goodell]. Proceedings of the 

American Philological Association 16 (1885): viii-ix. 

1886  “Ten Years of Spelling Reform.” Bulletin of the Spelling Reform Association No. 22 

(September 1886): 45-56.* In Schlueter, 120-29. 
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1886  “On Once-used Words in Shakespeare.” Proceedings of the American Philological 

Association 17 (July 1886): xxx. 

1886  “On Consonant Notation and Vowel Definition.” Proceedings of the American 

Philological Association 17 (July 1886): xxx-xxxi. 

1886  “List of Amended Spellings Recommended by the Philological Society of London and the 

American Philological Association. Transactions of the American Philological Association 

17 (1886): 127-49.** 

1887  “English’s Monstrous Spelling.” Spelling: A Magazine Devoted to the Simplification of 

English Orthography 1.1 (May 1887): 8-9.* 

1887  “Annual Address of the President of the Philological Association, 1874.” Spelling: A 

Magazine Devoted to the Simplification of English Orthography 1.2 (July 1887): 93-95.* 

1887  Review of Murray’s Dictionary. The Independent October 13, 1887, pp. 32-33. 

1887  “Spelling and Progress.” Spelling: A Magazine Devoted to the Simplification of English 

Orthography 1.2 (December 1887): 171-73.* In Schlueter, 130-32. 

1887  “Greek Letters and Letters Literary.” Amherst Alpha Delta Phi. 1837-1887, pp. 130-31.  

1888  Review of The Science of Thought, by F. Max Müller. Presbyterian Review 9 (April 

1888): 341-44. 

1888  “A Universal Language.” The Forum 5 (1888): 445-53. In Schlueter, 62-69. 

1888  “A Reign of Law in Spelling.” The Forum 6 (1888): 424-31. In Schlueter, 113-19. 

1888  “Standard English: Its Pronunciation, How Lerned.” Transactions of the American 

Philological Association 19 (1888): 70-78.** In Schlueter, 43-50. 

1888  “The Growth of Lafayette: A Post-Prandial Address.” Philadelphia: The Philadelphia 

Alumni Association of Lafayette College, 1888, pp. 3-16.* In Schlueter, 222-30. 

1889  “The Study of English in Preparation for College.” Proceedings of the American 

Philological Association 20 (July 1889): xxxvi; reprinted as “Study of English Classics for 

Admission to College.” Proceedings of the Annual Convention of the College Association 

of the Middle States and Maryland November 1890, pp. 16-18 and as “The Study of 

English Required for Admission to College.”** In Schlueter, 256-59. 

1889  Review of The Century Dictionary. The Independent August 29, 1889, pp. 17-18. 

1889  Review of The Viking Age, by Paul B. Du Chaille. The Epoch 3 (December 1889): 773-74. 

1889  “The Meter of Milton’s Paradise Lost.” Proceedings of the American Philological 

Association 20 (1889): xiii-xvii. 

1889  Preface to A Comparative Glossary of the Gothic Language with Especial Reference to 

English and German, by G. H. Balg. New York: B. Westermann & Co., 1887-89, pp. v-

viii. 

1890  “Robert Browning.” The Independent January 2, 1890, p. 1. In Schlueter, 190-92. 

1890  “Le Morte D’Arthur, by Syr Thomas Malory, Part I.” The Nation 50 (January 2, 1890): 15-

16. In Schlueter, 147-50. 

1890  “Le Morte D’Arthur, by Syr Thomas Malory, Part II.” The Nation 51 (September 4, 1890): 

196-97. In Schlueter, 150-53. 

1890  “Moulton’s Ancient Classical Drama.” Review of The Ancient Classical Drama, by 

Richard G. Moulton. The Independent April 10, 1890, p. 16. In Schlueter, 135-38. 

1890  Review of Murray’s Dictionary. The Independent June 19, 1890, p. 17. 

1890  “Studies in the Vocabularies of the English Poets.” Proceedings of the American 

Philological Association 21 (1890): xxx-xxxi. 
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1890  “Study of English Classics for Admission to College.” Proceedings of the Annual 

Convention of the College Association of the Middle States and Maryland November 1890, 

pp. 16-18. In Schlueter, 256-59. 

1891  Review of As You Like It. New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare, ed. H. H. Furness. The 

Nation 52 (March 5, 1891): 202-3. In Schlueter, 172-74. 

1891  “Sweet’s System of Phonetics.” The Sunday School Times (Philadelphia) 33.14 (April 4, 

1891): 219-20. 

1891  “Laws of Language (with a word on Verner’s Law).” Appendix: Proceedings of the 

Twenty-Third Annual Session, Princeton, N.J., 1891. Transactions of the American 

Philological Association (1869-1896) 22 (1891): 109. 

1891  Review of Webster’s International Dictionary of the English Language, ed. Noah Porter. 

Educational Review 1 (1891): 288-92. In Schlueter, 86-90. 

1891 Review of A New English Dictionary of Historical Principles, ed. J. A. H. Murray. The 

Presbyterian and Reformed Review 2 (1891): 171-72; reprinted in The Presbyterian and 

Reformed Review, vol. 3. Philadelphia: MacCalla & Co., 1892, pp. 788-90. 

1892  “Le Morte Darthur, by Syr Thomas Malory” [Part III]. The Nation 54 (January 21, 1892): 

58. In Schlueter, 153-55. 

1892  Review of The Oxford Dictionary. The Independent April 14, 1892, pp. 20-21. 

1892  Review of Ethical Teachings in Old English Literature, by T. W. Hunt. The Independent 

May 12, 1892, p. 17. 

1892  “The Study of English.” The Independent August 4, 1892, pp. 1-2. In Schlueter, 240-45. 

1892  Review of The Tempest. A New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare, ed. H. H. Furness. The 

Nation 55 (August 11, 1892): 112-13. In Schlueter, 174-76. 

1893  “Recollections of Language Teaching.” President’s Address, Modern Language 

Association, December 29, 1892. PMLA 8 (1893): xix-xxii. 

1892  “The Relation of English Literature to Aesthetics.” Proceedings of the College English 

Association of the Middle States and Maryland 1892, pp. 31-35. In Schlueter, 139-43. 

1892  Review of A Universal English-German and German-English Dictionary, by Felix Flügel. 

The Presbyterian and Reformed Review, vol. 3. Philadelphia: MacCalla & Co., 1892, pp. 

790-91. 

1892  “Dictionaries, New.” In  Appletons’ Annual Cyclopaedia and Register of Important Events 

of the Year 1891, new series, 16. New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1892, pp. 249-51. 

1893  “Recollections of Language Teaching.” President’s Address. Modern Language 

Association Proceedings, December 29, 1892, pp. xix-xxii; reprinted as “1892: 

Recollections of Language Teaching.” PMLA 8 (1893): 1738-41. 

1893  The Spelling Reform: A Revision and Enlargement of the Author’s Pamphlet Published by 

the U. S. Bureau of Education in 1881. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 

1893 [Pp. 85]. 

1894  “English at Lafayette College.” The Dial 190 (May 16, 1894): 294-96; reprinted as “The 

Teaching of English: Lafayette College.” In English in American Universities, ed. William 

Morton Payne. Boston: D. C. Heath & Co., 1895, pp. 74-82.* In Schlueter, 246-51. 

1895  “Phonetic Spelling.” Letter to the Editor. Languages: An International Journal for 

Linguistics, Philologers, Students, etc. 3.2 (February 15, 1895): 32. 

1895  “A Scientific Alphabet for Giving Pronunciation.” The Journal of Education 42.5 (July 25, 

1895), p. 99. 
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1895  “The Fluency of Shakespeare.” Transactions of the American Philological Association 26 

(1895): 147-54. In Schlueter, 156-62. 

1897  “Pedagogical Regimen: English at Lafayette College,” part of “Teaching English in 

American Universities in 1895.” PMLA 112.1 (January 1897): 76-84; 80-81. 

 

Note: These files contain copies of all of the listed essays. In some cases, there is also a copy in 

Special Collections or in the Schlueter edition: 

 

* = On faculty shelf in Special Collections. 

** = In Addresses, reprints, etc. by Francis Andrew March, 1861-1893, on faculty shelf in 

Special Collections, Y 315ad. 

In Schlueter = In Francis A. March: Selected Writings of the First Professor of English, ed. Paul 

Schlueter and June Schlueter. Easton, PA: Friends of Skillman Library, Lafayette 

College, 2005 (book is on faculty shelf in Special Collections). 

Prefaces and Introductions to March’s own books are not included in this listing of essays. 

 

This list is not comprehensive. See Bibliography file for additional listings. 
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